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CHRONICLE OF INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 

WITH REFERENCES 

Abbreviations: Ann. sc. pol., Annales des sciences politiques, Paris; Arch, dipl., 
Archives diplomatiques, Paris; B., boletln, bulletin, bollettino; B. A. R., Monthly 
bulletin of the International Bureau of American Republics, Washington ; Doc. dipl., 
Prance: Documents diplomatiques; Dr., droit, diritto, derecho; For. rel., Foreign 
Relations of the United States; Oa., gazette, gaceta, gazzetta; Cd., Great Britain: 
Parliamentary Papers; Int., international, internacional, internazionale ; J., 
journal; J. 0., Journal Officiel, Paris; M4m. dipl., Memorial diplomatique, Paris; 
Monit., Moniteur beige, Brussels; N. R. Q., Houveau recueil general de traites, 
Leipzig; Q. dipl., Questions diplomatiques et coloniales; R., review, revista, 
revue, rivista; Reichs-G., Reichs-Gesetzblatt, Berlin; Staatsb., Staatsblad, 
Groningen; State Papers, British and Foreign State Papers, London; Stat, at L., 
United States Statutes at Large; Times, the Times (London) ; Treaty ser., Great 
Britain: Treaty Series. 

December, 1908. 

28 Great Britain. Accession to the international convention signed 
at Berne, September 26, 1906, prohibiting the use of white phos- 
phorus in the manufacture of matches. Treaty ser., 1909, No. 4. 
See December 17 and 21, 1908. 

30 Colombia — Great Britain. Agreement signed at Bogota provid- 
ing for settlement by arbitration of certain classes of questions 
which may arise between the two governments. Treaty ser., 1909, 
No. 5. Ratified by Colombia, March 5, 1909. 

January, 1909. 
6 Kongo. Belgian decree permitting forced recruitment of 2,575 
natives for construction of Great Lakes Railway. A decree of 
January 4, 1909, declared this railway to be a work of public 
utility. The men thus recruited are termed under a decree of 
June 3, 1906, " travailleurs salaries." Times, March 17, April 2. 
Errera: he Congo beige, B. de dr. public, 25:730; Morel: A 
memorial on native rights in the land and its fruits in the Congo 
territories annexed by Belgium (subject to international recog- 
nition) m August 1908, London 1909; Official documents, ante, 
3 :5 ; for Secretary Root's note of January 11, 1909, to the Bel- 
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January, 1909. 

gian minister at Washington, Times, Febfuary 9, and Official 
documents, ante, 3:140; Beeves: The origin of the Congo Free 
State, considered from the standpoint of international law, this J., 
3:99; Hunicke: The Congo question, North American B., 189: 
604; Cd., 3880; id., 4466; Arch, dipl, 108:1. 

20 Central America. Convention signed at Tegucigalpa by the five 
republics to unify their monetary system, customs duties, weights 
and measures, fiscal laws, and consular service. B. A. B., April. 
This was the first Central American conference held in accord- 
ance with the convention signed at Washington, December 20, 
1907. The second conference will be held at San Salvador Janu- 
ary 1, 1910. Text in Memoria. . . .secretaria de relaciones ex- 
teriores durante el afio 1908, Guatemala; B. A. B., February; 
B. del min. de rel. ext. (San Salvador), 1 :22. 

22 Honduras — Nicaragua. Effect given to provisional customs agree- 

ment for free exchange of all natural and manufactured products 
pending completion of treaty with such provisions already nego- 
tiated. B. A. B., March. See November h, 1908. 

23 Belgium — Germany. Convention signed at Berlin continuing in 

effect indefinitely the telegraphic convention signed at Berlin, 
September 15, 1890. Monit., February 4; B. Usuel, January 23. 
Under article 17 of the international telegraphic convention 
signed at St. Petersburg, July 22, 1875. 

30 Germany — Great Britain. Declaration signed at Berlin referring 
the delimitation of the southern boundary of the British territory 
of Walfish Bay to arbitration. Treaty ser., 1909, No. 10; Times, 
February 18, March 14; Ca. de Madrid, March 12, 14. Article 3 
of the Anglo-German agreement signed July 1, 1890, provided 
that "the delimitation of the southern boundary of the British 
Territory of Walfish Bay is reserved for arbitration unless it shall 
be settled by the consent of the two powers within two years from 
the date of the conclusion of this agreement." Article 1 : His 
Majesty the King of Spain shall be asked to select from among his 
subjects a jurist of repute to decide as Arbitrator in the matter 
of the delimitation of the Southern Boundary of the British Ter- 
ritory of Walfish Bay. By royal decree, dated March 7, King 
Alfonso appointed Don Joaquin Fernandez Prida arbitrator. 

30 Italy — Panama. Postal convention signed. B. A. B., May. 
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February, 1909. 

1 International Opium Commission opened at Shanghai. Times, 

February 2. Britannicus : The opium question, North American 
R., 189:61; Broomhall: The present status of the anti-opium 
movement, Imperial and Asiatic Quarterly R., 27:85; Midzuno: 
Japan's crusade against opium, North American R., 189:274; 
Merwin: Drugging a nation, New York, 1908; Cd., 4521, 4522; 
resolutions in Times, February 26; Cd., 3564. Adjourned Febru- 
ary 26. 

2 Japan. Baron Komura in a statement in the Diet announced that 

Japan would give notice next year of the termination of existing 
commercial treaties. Spectator, February 6. 

2 South Africa. Eeport of the delegates to the South African 

National convention to their respective parliaments. The report 
recommends that (1) the parliaments meet March 30, for the 
purpose of discussing the draft constitution, (2) the convention 
reassemble, if necessary, at Bloemfontein in May, (3) the final 
draft be submitted in June to the parliaments to pass the addresses 
for union, (4) a committee of delegates from the colonies which 
have passed such addresses proceed to England for the purpose of 
facilitating the passing of the Act. Natal government ga., Feb- 
ruary 9 ; Transvaal government ga., February 9 ; The government 
of South Africa, Capetown, 2 vols., 1908 ; The South African con- 
stitution, Spectator, February 13, 1908; A review of the present 
mutual relations of the British South African colonies . . . . [n. p. 
n. d.] ; The State, vol. I, No. 1 (January, 1909) et seq., Johannes- 
burg and Cape Town; Times, February 4; Nation, 88:185; Inde- 
pendent, 66:396; Cd., 4525; Times, February 10, March 1; 
Peace: The unification of South Africa, Nineteenth Century, 
65:904; Union in South Africa, Quarterly R., 210:712. The 
second session of the National Convention opened at Bloemfontein 
May 3 and an amended draft of the constitution was signed 
May 11. Times, May 12; Walton: The case for South African 
union, National R., 53 :681. 

3 France — Spain. Exchange of notes at Paris renewing for a period 

of five years the arbitration convention signed at Paris, February 
26, 1904. Ga. de Madrid, February 15; J. O., February 15. 
6 Denmark. Parliament approves arbitration treaties with United 
States, Sweden and Norway. Mem. dipl. 



CHRONICAL OF INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 711 

February, 1909. 

9 Venezuela. Decree abolishing restrictions on commerce and navi- 
gation in Venezuelan ports. B. A. B., April. 

9 Bulgaria — Great Britain. Additional agreement signed at Sofia 
modifying the convention of commerce, customs duties and navi- 
gation signed at Sofia, December 9, 1905. Treaty ser., 1909, No. 
7; id., 1908, No. 1. 

9 Prance — Germany. Declaration signed at Berlin relative to 
Morocco. Text, Independent, 66 :395 ; B. des deux mondes, 
49:950; Mem. dipl., February 14; this Journal, 3:447. 

9 Spain. Eatification deposited at Paris of international sanitary 
convention signed at Paris, December 3, 1903, conformably to 
the provisions of the proees-verbal of deposit of ratifications 
signed at Paris, April 6, 1907. J. O., February 15; Staatsb., 
1907, No. 24; Beichs-G., 1907, No. 37; J. O., September 1, 1907. 
The international sanitary conferences have been held at (1) 
Venice, 1892; (2) Dresden, 1893; (3) Paris, 1894; (4) Venice, 
1895; (5) Paris, 1903; (6) Eome, 1907. See April 6, 1907. 
Ga. de Madrid, March 31, 1909. 

12 China — Portugal. Agreement signed at Lisbon. Delimitation 

of Portuguese possessions in the South of China. Mem. dipl.; 
North China Herald, 91 :324. 

13 United States — Venezuela. Protocol of agreement signed at 

Caracas, providing for the submission to arbitration of: (a) The 
claim of the United States of America on behalf of the Orinoco 
Steamship Company; (&) the claim of the United States of 
America on behalf of the Orinoco Corporation and of its prede- 
cessors in interest, The Manoa Company (Limited), The Orinoco 
Company, and The Orinoco Company (Limited) ; and (c) the 
claim of the United States of America on behalf of the United 
States and Venezuela Company. Sen. doc. 13, 61 Cong., 1 sess. ; 
Morris: Our controversy with Venezuela, Yale Law J., 18:243; 
text, Official documents, post. 
13 Mexico. Accession to declaration respecting maritime law signed 
at Paris, April 16, 1856. J. O., April 3, 1909 ; Treaty ser., 1909, 
No. 11. The following powers are parties or have adhered to the 
Declaration of Paris: Argentine, Belgium, Brazil, Chile, Den- 
mark, Germany, Ecuador, Greece, France, Great Britain, Guate- 
mala, Haiti, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Austria- 
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Hungary, Peru, Portugal, Eussia, Salvador, Spain, Turkey, 
Sweden, Switzerland. Staatsb., 1908, No. 325. 

13 United States — Venezuela. Agreement signed at Caracas for 
settlement of the claim of A. P. Jaurett against the government 
of Venezuela. U. S. Senate doc. 13, 61 Cong. 

15 Guatemala. Administrative decrees Nos. 694, 695, 696, and 697, 
containing ratification of four conventions signed at Eio de 
Janeiro, August, 1906, to wit: (1) patents of invention, drawings 
and industrial models, trademarks, and literary and artistic prop- 
erty; (2) international law; (3) status of naturalized citizens 
who again take up their residence in the country of their origin; 
(4) pecuniary claims. These were ratified by legislative decrees 
Nos. 714 to 717 of April 17 and 18, 1907. See August 28, 1908. 
Colombia has recently deposited at Eio de Janeiro ratifications of 
(3) and (4). 

15 Denmark — Iceland. Proposals laid before the Danish Polkething 
and the Althing of Iceland. These proposals were formulated by 
a Danish-Icelandic commission convened at Copenhagen with the 
object of elaborating a new scheme of union. The proposals give 
Iceland a large measure of self-government, but the two countries 
would remain under the same king and same flag, and foreign 
policy and representation abroad, as well as all questions concern- 
ing national defense would be controlled by Denmark. Times, 
March 3. A recent general election in Iceland has resulted in a 
majority for the party against the proposals and for independence, 
existing with Denmark a dual monarchy. 

19 Eoumania — Spain. Eatifications exchanged at Vienna of com- 

mercial treaty signed at Vienna, December 1, 1908. Monitorul 
Oficial, No. 251 ; Ga. de Madrid, April 29, 1909. 

20 Spain — United States. Exchange of notes at Washington sup- 

plementing the commercial agreement signed at San Sebastian, 
August 1, 1906. The President's proclamation of February 20 
admitted sparkling wines produced in and exported from Spain 
into the United States at the reduced rates authorized by section 3 
of the tariff act approved July 24, 1897, in consideration of con- 
cessions made by Spain in favor of the products and manufactures 
of the United States. V. S. Treaty ser., No. 517. In order to 
remove any possible ground for the exercise by Spain of the right 
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under Article III of the San Sebastian agreement. See August 
1, 1906. N. B. G., 2 :35 :293 ; B: dr. int. y pol. ext, Tratados, 
2 :353 ; Ga. de Madrid, March 30, 1909. 

23 North American Conservation Congress at Washington issued 
declaration of principles. Eepresented: Mexico, Canada, New- 
foundland, and United States. U. S. House doc. 1425, 60 Cong. ; 
Proceedings of a conference of governors, May 18-15, 1908, 
Washington, 1909 ; Annals of the American Academy, 33 : No. 3. 

23 Germany — United States. Agreement signed at Washington for 
a full and more operative reciprocal protection of patents, designs, 
etc. Eatification advised by the Senate, April 15, 1909. The 
reichstag passed the treaty May 18, 1909. Times, May 20. 

Article 1. The provisions of the laws applicable, now existing or here- 
after to be enacted of either of the contracting parties, under which the 
nonworking of the patent, working pattern ( Gebrauchsmuster ) , design 
or model carries the invalidation or some other restriction of the right, 
shall only be applied to the patents, working patterns (Gebrauehs- 
musters), designs or models enjoyed by the citizens of the other contract- 
ing party within the limits of the restrictions imposed by the said party 
upon its own citizens. The working of a patent, working pattern (Ge- 
brauchsmuster ) , design or model in the territory of one of the con- 
tracting parties shall be considered as equivalent to its working in the 
territory of the other party. 

26 Austria-Hungary — Turkey. Protocol signed at Constantinople. 
Times, March 1; text, Mem. dipl., March 21. See October 7, 
1908, and April 26, 1909. 

26 International Naval Conference. Final protocol and declara- 
tion concerning the laws of naval war signed at London. Cd., 
4554, 4555; Doc. dipl., Conference navale de Londres, 1909; B. 
general de dr. int. public, documents, 16:1; Official documents, 
post, p. 179; Bowles: The declaration of London, Nineteenth 
century, 65:744; Nation, 88:292; Stowell: The London naval 
conference, Independent, June 10. 

26 Portugal. Eatification deposited at Berlin of international radio- 
telegraphic convention signed at Berlin, November 3, 1906. 
Treaty ser., 1909, No. 8. Austria and Hungary deposited ratifica- 
tion January 17, 1909; Eussia on July 8, 1908. For other ratifi- 
cations, see July 1, 1908, and December 5, 1908. Monit., January 
25, 26, 1909. 
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27 Portugal — Spain. Ratifications exchanged at Lisbon of general 

arbitration treaty signed at Lisbon May 31, 1904. See August 

18, 1908. Ga. de Madrid, March 21, 1909. 
27 Belgium — Peru, Ratifications exchanged at Lima of consular 

convention signed at Lima, July 18, 1906. Monit., March 24, 

1909; text, Mem. dipt, April 11, 1909. 

March, 1909. 
1 Mexico. Immigration law takes effect. B. A. B., April. 

1 International. Proclamation of the President of the United 

States of the sanitary convention signed at Washington, October 
14, 1905, by Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecua- 
dor, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, United States, and 
Venezuela, providing measures to guard the public health against 
the invasion and propagation of yellow fever, plague, and cholera. 
Ratification advised by the Senate, February 22, 1906; ratified 
by the President, May 29, 1906. Ratified also by Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, and 
Venezuela. Adhered to by Brazil, Colombia, Honduras, and Sal- 
vador. See May 29, 1906, and August 21, 1908. U. S. Treaty 
ser., No. 518. 

2 Great Britain. Order in council extending to the German pro- 

tectorates the orders in council of November 28, 1887, and March 
7, 1898. London ga., March 9. Germany acceded for and on 
behalf of its protectorates to the Berne convention and additional 
act respecting copyright, to take effect January 1, 1909. See 
January 1, 1909. 

2 Italy — United States. Supplementary commercial agreement 
signed at Washington; additional to commercial agreement signed 
at Washington, February 8, 1900. Proclaimed by the United 
States and in force April 24, 1909. U. S. Treaty ser., No. 523 ; 
Stat, at L., vol. 35 ; Official documents, post. 

6 China. Imperial decree reaffirming decision to proclaim a consti- 
tution. North China Herald, 90:644. See January 18, 1909, 
and August 27, 1908. 

6 Montenegro — Turkey. Treaty of commerce signed at Cettijne. 
J. des debats, March 7 ; Mem. dipl., March 14, 
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March, 1909. 
6 Central American Court op Justice. Fornos Diaz v. Guate- 
mala dismissed for lack of jurisdiction. For this, the second 
decision of this court, see post, p. 737. For the first decision see 
ante, p. 434, and post, p. 729. 

10 Great Britain — Siam. Treaty signed at Bangkok settling various 

political questions between the two countries affecting the Malay 
peninsula. It places British subjects in Siam who were regis- 
tered as such before the conclusion of the treaty under the juris- 
diction of the international courts, while the British subjects 
registered after its signature are placed under the jurisdiction of 
the Siamese courts, but this distinction will disappear with the 
completion of the Siamese codes of law. European advisers will, 
however, act in all courts in cases in which British subjects are 
defendants. Times, March 11. The concessions to Great Britain 
include the States of Kelantan, Trengganu, and Keda. The new 
British-protected Malay states, Geographical J., 33:478. See 
September 17, 1908, and April 29, 1908. Great Britain and 
Siam, North China Herald, 87:597; Q. dipt, 25:748; The new 
era in Siam, J. of the American Asiatic Association, 9 :132. 

11 Norway — Spain. Declaration signed at Madrid, modifying the 

additional convention signed August 25, 1903. Sanctioned by 
Norway, April 27, 1909. Took effect, May 4, 1909. Ga. de 
Madrid, May 2, 1909. 

13 Great Britain — Mexico. Eatifications exchanged at Mexico of 

convention signed at Mexico, December 1, 1908, supplementary 
to the parcel post convention signed at Mexico, February 25, 1897. 
Treaty ser., 1909, No. 9 ; id., 1897, No. 3. 

14 Eussia. Law closing Vladivostock as a free port takes effect. TJ. 

S. Daily consular reports, March 13. A large list of goods, how- 
ever, is retained in the free list. The closing of Vladivostock, 
North China Herald, 91 :1 ; J. of the American Asiatic Associa- 
tion, 9 :141. 

15 China. Imperial decree respecting opium. North China Herald, 

90 :702. See October 19, 1908. 

16 Eussia — Turkey. Protocol signed at St. Petersburg. Eussia con- 

sents to the capitalization at five per cent, of a sufficient number 
of instalments of the Turkish indemnity to produce 125,000,000f. 
and agrees to accept liquidation of the balance at four per cent. 
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As soon as the protocol is ratified, Turkey will recognize the 
independence of Bulgaria. Times, March 17. The Eussian 
council of ministers approved the protocol March 22. See Octo- 
ber 5, 1908. 

20 China — Eussia. Exchange of notes at Peking determining the 
method of collecting taxes from Chinese shopkeepers in the East- 
ern Chinese Eailway zone. The taxes will be collected by Chinese 
officials and entered as deposits at the Eusso-Chinese Bank until 
the question of the railway's rights has been settled in principle. 
Times, March 22. 

20 Prance. Decree regulating importation, sale, etc., of opium in 
Madagascar. J. 0., March 26. See February 1, 1909. 

22 Prance. Law approving monetary convention and protocols rela- 
tive to execution of articles 1 and 17 thereof signed at Paris, 
November 4, 1908, by Prance, Belgium, Greece, Italy, and Switz- 
erland. J. 0., March 23. See November k-, 1908. B. gen. de 
dr. int. public, documents, 16 :32. 

22 Great Britain. Eoyal Commission issued appointing commission- 
ers to assist the board of trade in the organization of exhibits 
illustrative of British arts, industry, and agriculture at the Brus- 
sels, Eome, and Turin exhibitions. London Ga., March 23; 
Times, March 24, April 6. A universal international exhibition 
of art, science, industries, and commerce will take place at Brus- 
sels in 1910; an international exhibition of arts and archaeology 
at Eome in 1911 ; and an international exhibition of agriculture, 
industries, and commerce at Turin in 1911. U. S. daily consular 
and trade reports, April 14, 1909. 

22 China — Japan. China asks for submission of the whole Man- 

churian question to The Hague tribunal. Times, March 24. 
The cases include the Pa-ku-menn railway question; the refusal 
of Japan to permit China to extend the Northern Chinese Eail- 
way into Mukden City; the questions of the collieries; the ques- 
tion of the extension of a branch railway into Newchwang; and 
the Chien-tao question. Japan claims that Chien-tao is Korean 
territory. North China Herald, 91 :357 ; Times, June 2. China 
has withdrawn this proposal for arbitration. Times, June 4. 

23 Prance. Agreement signed at Paris amendatory of the convention 

signed June 15, 1901, between the government and the Indo- 
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China and Yunnan Kailway Company. J. 0., April 4, 1909. 
French decree approving, April 3, 1909. 

25 Seevia. Letter of Crown Prince George to the prime minister 
announcing his resolve to surrender his right of succession to 
the throne. Times, March 26; The crown prince of Servians 
renunciation, Spectator, April 3. At a meeting of the cabinet 
March 27 the crown prince renewed his declaration of renuncia- 
tion, signing a document to that effect which was countersigned 
by the king. March 28 the Act of renunciation was read in the 
Skupshtina, together with a letter from the king to the prime 
minister accepting the renunciation and declaring Alexander heir 
to the throne. The Skupshtina approved both communications. 

25 China. Imperial decree respecting constitutional government. 
North China Herald, 91 :25. See March 6, 1909. 

25 Netherlands — United States. Eatifications exchanged at Wash- 
ington of arbitration convention signed at Washington, May 2, 
1908 ; ratification advised by the Senate, May 6, 1908 ; ratified by 
the President, January 8, 1909; ratified by Netherlands, March 
5, 1909; proclaimed by the President, March 25, 1909. U. S. 
Treaty ser., No. 519 ; Staatscourant, No. 92, April 21. 

25 Brazil — Portugal. Treaty of general arbitration signed. 

26 Servia — Spain. Eatifications exchanged at Vienna of commercial 

convention signed at Vienna, November 5, 1908. Ga. de Madrid, 
April 27, 1909. 

26 International Conference of Delegates of Germany, Italt, 
and Switzerland, at Berne, for redemption of the Gothard line. 
Adjourned April 20. Mem. dipl., April 25. The St. Gothard 
railway became the property of Switzerland May 1, 1909. All 
the railways of Switzerland with few small exceptions are now in 
the hands of the state. For the treaties see N. R. G., 1 :19 :90 
and 2 :4 :625, 675 ; Times, May 7. 

30 Servia. The diplomatic representatives of Great Britain, Prance, 
Eussia, Italy, and Germany delivered at Belgrade draft formula. 
Text, Times, March 31. This formula was presented by Servia 
to Austria-Hungary, March 31, as an explanatory supplement to 
the Servian note of March 14. See October 7, 1908. Louis- 
Jaray: U annexion de la Bosnie-Herzegovine au parlement 
autrichien, Q. dipl., 27:158; Cvijic: U annexion de la Bosnie et 
la question serbe, Paris, 1909. 
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April, 1909. 

1 Mozambique — Transvaal. Agreement signed at Pretoria replac- 
ing the modus vivendi signed at Lourengo Marques, December 
18, 1901, together with the addendum thereto dated June 15, 
1904 (Cd., 2104). It deals with the Transvaal Eailway traffic 
through Lourengo Marques and the percentage to be allotted to 
that port, and provides for the establishment of a joint board. 
It also deals with the labor supply from Portuguese East Africa, 
the essential conditions of which remain unchanged, and contains 
some commercial provisions. The joint board is of an advisory 
nature to recommend to the respective governments an adjust- 
ment of railway rates. Term : ten years and until one year after 
denouncement. Cd., 4587; summary in Times, May 26; Anno- 
tacaoes ao convenio, Oeconomista portuguez, May 23, 1909. The 
agreement has been formally accepted by the three other South 
African colonies. 

1 Argentine Eepublio — Norway. Direct exchange of money orders 
inaugurated. L'union postale, 34 :79. 

1 Prance — Sweden. Eatifications exchanged at Paris of commer- 
cial arrangement signed at Paris, December 2, 1908. Prench 
decree promulgating, April 3. J. O., April 4, 1909. In consid- 
eration of Prance's continuing to give Sweden the advantage of 
her lowest tariffs, Sweden will make concessions in the duty of 
French wines. Times, December 4. 

1 Great Britain — Haiti. Abrogation of the convention signed at 

Port au Prince, April 6, 1906, respecting nationality. Treaty 
ser., 1909, No. 12; id., 1906, No. 16; N. B. O., 2:35:205. 

2 Eleventh international congress oe ophthalmologists 

opened at Naples. 

3 Prance. Law approving convention concluded March 8, 1909, 

between the ministers for the colonies for the finances and for 
foreign affairs and the France-Abyssinia Eailway Company from 
Djibouti to Adis Ababa; also approving the transaction of March 
6, 1909, between the French Somali coast and the imperial Ethio- 
pian railways in liquidation. J. O., April 4. 

4 Brazil — France. Treaty of general arbitration signed. 

5 France — Portugal. Eatifications exchanged at Paris of arbitra- 

tion treaty signed at Paris, June 29, 1906. J. O., April 9, 1909. 
French decree promulgating, April 7, 1909. B. gen. de dr. int. 
public, documents, 16 :32. 
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5 China. Naturalization law takes effect. Chinamen shall no longer 
adopt foreign citizenship. Chinamen who have become subjects 
and citizens of other states are still Chinamen. Times, April 6. 

5 Montenegeo. The Italian minister at Cettijne on behalf of the 
powers presented written proposals for the settlement of Monte- 
negro's present difficulties. The Montenegrin government in its 
reply notifies its acquiescence in Antivari's retaining its commer- 
cial character and its full confidence in the maintenance of good 
relations with Austria-Hungary. ' Montenegro is, furthermore, 
willing to abide by the decision of the great powers in regard to 
clause 25 of the Berlin treaty regarding Bosnia. Times, April 7, 
9; Mem. dipl, April 11. 

5 France — United States. United States Senate advised ratifica- 
tion of extradition treaty signed at Paris, January 6, 1909. 

5 Abyssinia — France. Treaty of friendship and commerce signed 

at Adis Ababa, January 10, 1908, takes effect. Mem. dipl., March 
14; J. 0., January 31 and March 10, 1909. French law approv- 
ing treaty, January 30, 1909. Term, ten years and until one 
year after denouncement. 

6 China — United States. Eatifications exchanged at Washington 

of arbitration convention signed at Washington, October 8, 1908; 
ratification advised by the Senate, December 10, 1908 ; ratified by 
the President, March 1, 1909; ratified by China, February 12, 
1909; proclaimed, April 6, 1909. U. S. Treaty ser., No. 522; 
text, Official documents, post. 

7 France. Law authorizing ratification of The Hague convention 

of July 17, 1905, signed by France, Germany, Belgium, Italy, 
Netherlands, Portugal, Koumania, and Sweden. J. O., April 9, 
1909. Effects of marriage on rights, duties, and property. 

7 France. Law authorizing ratification of The Hague convention 
of July 17, 1905, signed by France, Germany, Belgium, Denmark, 
Spain, Italy, Luxemburg, Norway, Netherlands, Portugal, Kou- 
mania, Eussia, Sweden, and Switzerland. Civil procedure. J. 
O., April 9, 1909. See April 2k, 1909. 

7 France. Law authorizing ratification of The Hague convention 
of July 17, 1905, signed by France, Germany, Austria-Hungary, 
Italy, Netherlands, Portugal, Koumania, and Sweden. Interdic- 
tion and similar measures of protection. J. O., April 9, 1909. 
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April, 1909. 
8 Brazil — Spain. Treaty of general arbitration signed. 
8 Germany — Salvador. Eatifications exchanged at Guatemala of 

treaty of commerce signed at San Salvador, April 14, 1908. 

Reichs-G., 1909, No. 22 ; Diario oficial, April 28, 1909. 

10 Second International Archaeological Congress opened at 

Cairo. Next meeting at Eome in 1911. Times, April 12. 

11 Brazil — Mexico. General treaty of arbitration signed. 

15 International Congress of Modern Languages opened at Paris. 
J. des debats, April 15. 

15 Hungary — Turkey. Direct exchange of money orders inaugu- 

rated. L'union postale, 34 :79. 

16 Colombia — Spain. Ratifications exchanged at Madrid of conven- 

tion signed at Madrid, May 30, 1908. Execution of foreign civil 
judgments. Ga. de Madrid, April 18, 1909. 

16 Honduras — United States. Ratifications exchanged at Teguci- 
galpa of naturalization convention signed at Tegucigalpa, June 
23, 1908. Ratified by Honduras, April 7, 1909. U. S. Treaty 
ser., No. 525. 

19 Bulgaria — Turkey. Protocol signed at Constantinople disposing 
of all questions pending and providing for recognition by Turkey 
of the new political status of Bulgaria. Times, April 20. 
Clause VIII: As the questions pending between the Imperial 
Ottoman and Bulgarian governments enumerated in Article 5 of 
the St. Petersburg protocol have been arranged, the Imperial 
Ottoman Government declares that it recognizes the new political 
situation in Bulgaria. Times, April 21. See March 16, 1909, 
and April 23, 1909. 

19 Netherlands — Venezuela. Protocol signed at The Hague re-es- 
tablishing diplomatic relations. Venezuela is to pay 20,000 boli- 
vars on account of the Dutch merchant vessels seized in the spring 
of 1908. Netherlands will restore the captured guard ships. 
Venezuela will maintain customs statu quo which carry a surtax of 
30 per cent, on importations from the Dutch and British West 
Indies, until a commercial treaty is concluded; but treatment of 
British and Dutch Indies will be equal, the Dutch profiting imme- 
diately by any concession to the British. Netherlands engages to 
restore at Curagao the prohibition of exportation of arms to 
Venezuela. R. dipt, April 25. 
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19 Bulgaria — Russia. Protocol signed at St. Petersburg regulating 
the Bulgarian debt to Eussia conformably to the arrangement 
signed by Russia and Turkey. Mem. dipl., April 25. 

22 Austria-Hungary — Roumania. Commercial convention signed at 
Bucharest. Times, April 23. 

22 Persia. British and Russian ministers present joint memorandum 

to Shah. It includes advice for remodelling the administration, 
granting a constitution, and proclamation of amnesty to political 
offenders. Times, April 23. 

23 Bulgaria. Prance, Great Britain, and Russia officially notify Bul- 

garia of their recognition of Bulgaria's independence. Germany, 
Austria-Hungary, and Italy did the same, April 27. Times, 
April 21; Q. dipl., 27:681. 

23 Prance. Decree promulgating international convention signed at 

Rome, June 7, 1905, respecting creation of an international insti- 
tute of agriculture. The ratifications of all the signatory powers 
have been deposited at Rome except of Chile, Guatemala, Para- 
guay, Servia, and Turkey. J. 0., April 25. See September 28, 
1908. 

24 International. Ratifications deposited at The Hague of the 

treaty signed July 17, 1905, concerning procedure in civil courts 
by representatives of Germany, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 
Spain, Prance, Italy, Norway, Netherlands, Portugal, Roumania, 
Russia, Sweden, and Switzerland. Times, April 26; Ga. de 
Madrid, April 30; Mem. dipl., May 9. See April 7, 1909, and 
July 15, 1907. 

24 Germany. Law giving effect from April 27, 1909, of convention 
respecting civil procedure signed at The Hague, July 17, 1905. 
The convention signed November 14, 1896, and the protocol 
signed May 22, 1897, are declared to go out of force the same 
date. This convention has been ratified also by Austria, Hun- 
gary, Belgium, Denmark, Spain, Prance, Italy, Norway, Nether- 
lands, Portugal, Roumania, Russia, Sweden, and Switzerland. 
Ratifications were deposited at The Hague, April 24, 1909. 
Beichs-O., 1909, No. 23; La codification de droit international 
prive, B. des conferences, 1 :98. 

26 Austria-Hungary — Turkey. Ratifications exchanged at Con- 
stantinople of protocol signed at Constantinople, February 
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26, 1909. Pinon: Une forme nouvelle des luttes Interna- 
tionales, le boycottage, B. des deux mondes, 51 :199 ; Bux- 
ton: Balkan geography and Balkan railways, Geographical J., 
32 :217; Austria's next move in the Balkans, National B., 51 :890; 
Pinon: La crise balkanique-Chemins de fer et reformes, B. des 
deux mondes, 45:143; Bichardson: New railway projects in the 
Balkan peninsula, Scottish geographical magazine, May, 1908; 
Norman: The military situation in the Balkans, Nineteenth cen- 
tury, 64:730; Pinon: L' Europe et la crise balkanique, B. des deux 
mondes, 48 :863 ; Joseph Gowen's speeches on the near Eastern 
question, etc., Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1909; Dorobantz: L' attitude 
de la Boumanie dans la crise orientate, Q. dipl., 27:70; Printa: 
La Bosnie et VHerzegovine devant la future conference, id., 27 : 
145; Miller: The Balkans, London, 1908; Ivanovitch: The future 
of Balkans,. Fortnightly B., 85:1040. 

26 Brazil — Honduras. General arbitration treaty signed at Guate- 

mala. 

27 International. Denouncement takes effect by Prance, Germany, 

Netherlands, and Spain of the international convention on civil 
procedure signed at The Hague, November 14, 1896, and the 
additional protocol signed May 22, 1897. Monit., November 16, 
17, 1908; B. usuel, November 15. These powers notified the 
high contracting parties in accordance with article 3 of the men- 
tioned convention. Buzzati: L'articolo della convenzione dell'Aja 
sul matrimonio, B. di dr. int., 2 :5 ; Glunet, 28 :5, 231, 516 ; 
33 :278, 616, 976 ; 34 :1040. See April U, 1909, and March 2, 
1907. 
27 Turkey. Abdul-Hamid II. deposed. A fetva or proclamation 
signed by the Sheikh-ul-Islam, deposing the Sultan on the ground 
of misgovernment and of what may be termed treason to the 
Moslem faith, was presented to the Assembly, and acted on imme- 
diately by a unanimous vote. Succeeded by his brother, Mehem- 
med-Keschad Effendi, as Mehemmed V. Abdul-Hamid II. was 
born September 22, 1842, the second son of Sultan Abdul-Medjid ; 
succeeded his elder brother, Sultan Murad V., who was deposed 
August 31, 1876, on the ground of insanity, and died August 29, 
1904. Mehemmed V. was born November 3, 1844. See July 
2Jf, 1908, and December 11, 1908. Spectator, May 1; Halid 
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Halid Bey: The origin of the revolt in Turkey, Nineteenth Cen- 
tury, 65:755; Washburn: The Outlook in Turkey, Independent, 
66:948; text of fetva in Times, April 29; Marchand: Reflexions 
sur la crise turque, Q. dipl., 27:569; Fidel: Le comite ottoman 
" Union et Progres," Q. dipl., 27 :438 ; Bertrand: Les elites orient- 
ales, Jeunes-Turcs et Jeunes-Egyptiens, R. des deux mondes, 49 : 
843; Vambery: The future of constitutional Turkey, Nineteenth 
century, 65:361; Fidel: Le comite ottoman " Union et Progres," 
Q. dipl., 27:438; D. K. Brown: Women in the Young Turks 
movement, Atlantic monthly, 103:696; Berard: La revolution 
turque, Paris, 1909; Ular and Insabato: Der Erlbschende Halb- 
mond; Tiirkische Enthullungen, Frankfurt-a.-M., 1909; Pinon: 
L' Europe et V empire ottoman, Paris, 1909; Amadori-Virgilj : 
La question Rumeliota e la politica Italiana, Bitonto, 1908 ; Dil- 
lon: The reforming Turk, Quarterly R., 210:231; Lane-Poole: 
Turkey, London, 1908 ; Tardieu: La crise turque, Q. dipl., 27 :633 ; 
Vambery: Personal recollections of Abdul Hamid II. and his 
court, Nineteenth century, 65 :980. 

30 Persia. Russian troops occupy Tabriz. On May 5 the Shah 
issued a proclamation according a constitution to the people. 
Times, May 1, 6. 

30 Brazil — Venezuela. General arbitration convention signed at 
Caracas. Oa. oficial, May 4, 1909. 

Heney 6. Crookee. 



